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MEGA-PLATINUM-SELLING ARTIST TAIO CRUZ TEAMS WITH RXTR AND LTD WATCH FOR R1 TIMEPIECES

LIMITED-EDITION R1 WATCHES LAUNCHING 15th NOVEMBER 2011 AT SELFRIDGES.
Los Angeles, CA (8th November) – He sold 15 million singles over the course of the past year. He’s YouTube’s most-viewed UK artist of all time with over 200 million combined views. His blockbuster hit “Dynamite” recently won 3 Billboard Awards, holds the distinction of being the most successful-selling single in the history of Island Def Jam Records and just won “Song of the Year” honors at the ASCAP London Awards. Now mega-platinum recording artist TAIO CRUZ is making his presence felt in the world of fashion, teaming with RXTR (Riots & Twelve Rebels) and LTD Watch for the limited-edition release of the R1 and LTDR1 luxury timepieces. 

Sleek and bold, each R1 timepiece is custom-made, individually numbered on the back and captures the RXTR essence of fast-paced trendsetting glamour with a design that’s simultaneously classic and contemporary.

“I’m a huge fan of the RXTR brand,” says Taio, who was extremely hands-on in the design and creation of The R1. “Fortunately, their creative team and I have very similar tastes and they trust my vision and direction.”

Available for men and women, the stunning R1 is a high-end watch designed using the finest materials, sporting diamond emblazoned bezels made from solid gold or titanium and casings crafted from tungsten ceramics.

Also available is the smartly-designed LTDR1, an alternative version of the R1 that substitutes precious metals for high grade acetates and stainless steel. 

“A watch can be a very personal thing and I wanted to make sure we had a design for everyone,” says Taio. “So together with the team at LTD Watch, we created the LTDR1, an introductory line of affordable pieces. It’s for the budget-conscious consumer, yet stays true to the aesthetic of the R1.”
“LTD Watch are proud to be associated with the RXTR brand and helping to bring its inspired styling to the timepiece category of accessories,” says Giuseppe Zuccarello, Managing Director at LTD Watch. “LTD Watch are renowned worldwide for their limited edition timepieces, and alongside the vision of Taio Cruz, we have created an introductory range of contemporary watches that capture the aspirational lifestyle of the RXTR brand.”

Both The R1 (price on application) and The LTDR1 (suggested retail price: £145) will be available at Selfridges beginning 15th November 2011.
ABOUT TAIO CRUZ

Recently named “Songwriter of the Year” at the ASCAP London Awards, Taio is currently gearing up the for early 2012 release of his much-anticipated new album, TY.O (Mercury Records), which features the new hit single, “Hangover” featuring Flo Rida. “Hangover” sees Taio re-teaming with hit producer Dr. Luke (Katy Perry, Pitbull) for the first time since the duo co-produced Taio’s No. 1 blockbuster hit “Dynamite,” which sold more than 5 million singles and won three Billboard Music Awards, including “Top Pop Song,” “Top Digital Song” and “Top Hot 100 Song.” Over the course of the past year, Taio sold 10 million singles in the U.S. and stood alone as the only artist to have two tracks on the iTunes Year-End Top 10: “Dynamite” and “Break Your Heart” (featuring Ludacris). “Break Your Heart” went triple-platinum and rocketed to No. 1 in the US, UK, Ireland, Norway and Sweden and made history with the biggest-ever jump to No. 1 by a Billboard chart newcomer. Taio maintained momentum by scoring his third No. 1 from ROKSTARR with “Higher,” then wrote and recorded the theme song (“Telling The World”) for the Fox animated film Rio, teamed with Coca-Cola for their “Perfect Harmony” program and co-penned Jennifer Lopez’s “I’m Into You.” He also co-wrote and sang on David Guetta’s previous single, “Little Bad Girl” (which also featured Ludacris) and wrote Guetta’s new single, “Without You” featuring Usher. Taio is the first and only UK male solo artist to place two tracks in the Top 10 of Billboard’s year-end Hot 100. He’s also the first and only UK male solo artist to have two consecutive No. 1 singles in the U.S.
ABOUT RXTR

RXTR stands for Riots  x Twelve Rebels, a metaphor for music and the impact it makes. All music is created using 12 notes and from those 12 rebel sounds, an array of inspired individuals playing a variation of unique instruments was created. Riots of music lovers from across the globe congregate to have the most incredible experiences of their lives. RXTR captures this essence of creativity, unity and energy, and fuses it into clothing worn by the RXTR’s (Rock Stars) and those who aspire to be them. Founded in 2010, RXTR set out to create lifestyle products in the arena of luggage and accessories that would complement the discerning individual. The beginnings for RXTR was in eyewear and upon its release, the brand was immediately embraced by major recording artists from around the world.  
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